
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
October 23, 2018 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
October 23, 2018. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:33 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were:  
Robbie Robertson, President; Eron Berg, Vice President; and Al Littlefield Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, General Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney, Mark 
Handzlik, Engineering Manager, Sally Saxton, Treasurer and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the 
Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Rebecca & John Phillips, Eduard 
Datskiy, Zach Goodwin, July Avidre, David Huynh (Preview Properties Skagit) and 
District Employees:  Mike Fox, Kevin Tate, Bill Trueman, Mark Semrau, Brian 
Henshaw, Mike Demers, Wendy LaRocque, Jay Sedivy, Ed Johnson, Jose Ponce, and 
Luis Gonzalez. 

Commissioner Littlefield led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve the Consent Agenda for October 23, 2018: 
1. Approval of Agenda 10/23/18 
2. Approval of Minutes 10/09/18 Commission Meeting 
3. Ratification of Vouchers 10/16/18 

No. 2823 – Voucher Nos. 13818-13878, Payroll Check Nos. 24081-24164 ($843,490.43) 
4. Approval of Vouchers 10/23/18 

No. 2824 – Voucher Nos. 13879-13932 ($907,733.34) 
5. Project Acceptance 

Division Street Tank and Booster Pump Station Project (Mount Vernon) 
Higgins Airport Way Fiber Project (Burlington) 

The motion passed. 

Treasurer Saxton presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September 2018. 

Under Audience Comments, Commissioner Robertson stated that if any audience 
members were present regarding Agenda Item #10 and had presented sealed bid offers 
for property, their comments would be heard. 

Zach Goodwin (Clear Lake) commented that his parents’ property abuts the District 
property with the tank and he is a good candidate to adjoin all the properties. 

Eduard Datskiy commented that he has wanted the Woodlands property for quite some 
time and hopes to acquire the property to build a larger home for his family. 

John Phillips commented that he has property up to the reservoir and wants to make sure 
people know that the easement goes away and will no longer be accessible and new 
owners would need to find another way to get through.  

Dave Huynh, Preview Properties, stated that it looks like the easement was written for 
PUD use only and does vacate on sale. 

Commissioner Robertson stated that without objection the Commission will move 
forward to Item #10 on the agenda. 

Under New Business: 

10. Surplus Property Disposition-Consideration of Proposals – Action 
Manager Sidhu stated that per the Commission’s direction, the smaller surplus 
properties were separated out and listed for sale for three weeks  The District 
received one offer for the Clear Lake parcel, three offers for the Forest Estates 
parcel and no offers for the Josh Wilson Road parcel.  Staff has recommended 
acceptance of the Clear Lake Reservoir offer and to evaluate and select the best 
alternative offer for disposition of the Forest Estates Tank parcel. 



Commissioner Berg moved to authorize the General Manager to enter into a 
Vacant Land Purchase and Sale Agreement with Zack Goodwin for the 
disposition of the Clear Lake Reservoir Property, P30137, and to take all 
necessary actions to complete closing of the transaction.  The motion passed. 

Manager Sidhu stated that three offers were submitted for the Forest Estate 
property and each is a bit different in purchase price. 

Commissioner Berg moved to authorize the General Manager to enter into a 
Vacant Land Purchase and Sale Agreement with E. Datskiy for the disposition of 
the Forest Estates properties, P65469 & P27978, and to take all necessary actions 
to complete closing of the transaction.   

Mr. Huynh of Preview Properties presented copies of the three offers submitted to 
the Commission and discussion ensued regarding the three offers submitted and 
potential changes to the bid process for clarification in the future.  

Commissioner Robertson stated that there is a motion on the table to accept the 
offer of E. Datskiy for the purchase of the Forest Estates properties including 
Parcels P65469 & P27978 and asked if there was any further discussion.  There 
was no further discussion and the motion passed. 

Under Old Business: 

6. Manager’s Report 
Manager Sidhu reported on the following item(s): 
• Confirmed that the next Water Supply Task Force meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, December 10 in the Aqua Room.  Commissioner Berg suggested a 
tour of the District facility in advance of a potential capital budget request 
from the Senate for a new building. 

7. Quarterly Report – Operations 
Operations Manager Fox presented the quarterly report for the Operations 
Department, including updates regarding SRD intake log blockage, office complex 
filter replacements, roof leak detection, WTP protected critical infrastructure by 
Homeland Security, plant capacity rating, new pump and VFD at RWPS needed, Judy 
Reservoir alternate intake and bathymetric survey, delivery of new fleet vehicles, 
flushing and leak detection, and tank video equipment that can be used to view tanks.  
Discussion ensued regarding aspects of various items. 

8. New & Revised Policies – Discussion & Action 
Policy #1023 – Compensatory Time 
Policy #1028 – Code of Conduct 
Policy #1029 Workplace Violence 
Manager Sidhu stated that based on comments at the last meeting, revisions were 
made, most of which were in Policy #1029. 
Commissioner Robertson stated he would entertain a motion to approve all three 
revised policies.  Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve and authorize the 
General Manager to sign Policies #1023 Compensatory Time, #1029 Code of 
Conduct and #1029 Workplace Violence.  The motion passed. 

Under New Business: 

9. 2019 Budget – Discussion 
Manager Sidhu stated that the Commission held a work session on the draft budget 
prior to today’s meeting, which included capital and operations requests and the 
material in the meeting packet contains additional details on operating expenses, 2019 
salaries and COLA.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the budget, 
including cameras vs. hiring divers for tank inspection; sludge removal, revenue, 
additional COLA metrics for comparison including the addition of a social security 
metric for the next meeting, and increased insurance costs.  Manager Sidhu stated that 
the budget is still open and work continues on the numbers in various areas and 
encouraged the Commission to review the budget material and ask questions or 
provide comment. 



10. Moved forward on the Agenda 

11. System Development Fund Request - Bulson Creek Tank Upsizing – Action 
Commissioner Berg moved to release $248,556.34 in System Development Funds 
(SDF) for system upsizing costs related to the Bulson Creek/Sinnes Road 
Subdivision Project.  The motion passed. 

12. Best Road; Rudene road to Summers Drive Project – Action 
Commissioner Berg moved to authorize the General Manager to execute and enter 
into a contract with Strider Construction in the amount of $1,653,491.18 for the 
Best Road, Rudene Road to Summers Drive Project.  The motion passed. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Sidhu indicated that the Commissioner notebooks include 
an article and letter to the editor from the Skagit Valley Herald. 

At this time, President Robertson recessed the regular meeting to go into executive 
session per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i) regarding Agency Enforcement Action for an 
approximate duration of 15-30 minutes.  The meeting was recessed at 5:49 PM. 

The executive session convened at 5:52 PM. 

President Robertson reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 6:18 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Littlefield moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of October 23, 2018 was adjourned 
at 6:19 PM. 
 
 
 
   
 Robbie Robertson, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Al Littlefield, Secretary Eron Berg, Vice President 


